
To empower those impacted by
violence and foster healthy 
relationships “To all my wonderful friends at DSVS – Oh my 

goodness, it’s already been a year! And since then 
so many wonderful things have happened! With 
your help, I was able to get into that apartment 
and since then, I have been able to make things 
SO much better for my sons! After living there 
most of the year my landlord moved us into a 
beautiful two-story house, right across from the 
school! My oldest, who helps mommy so much, 
finally has his own room. We have a beautiful 
fenced yard, and my boys have so much space 
to run! I’m now working full-time as a CNA. My 
ability to do all this I owe in large part to people 
like you, willing to go out on a limb for someone 
they barely know! I can’t thank you enough! My 
boys can’t thank you enough! You are always in 
our prayers. God bless you!”
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Our mission: A success story
from one of our clients

Thank you for being
our partner in this
life-changing work

 Founded in 1999 on a belief that everyone 
deserves healthy relationships, Domestic and Sex-
ual Violence Services serves Carbon and Stillwater 
counties by providing life-changing services for 
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault 
while supporting violence prevention through 
instruction and mentoring for middle school-aged 
children through Power Up, Speak Out! 
 DSVS provides immediate and lasting sup-
port to 150-200 survivors a year, and all services 
are confidential and free of charge. In the 2018-19 
school year, Power Up, Speak Out! was taught in 
15 states and in half the counties in Montana.

This is DSVS

Our Vision:
DSVS strives for the day when 
violence is no longer part of our lives



 In 2018, DSVS achieved a longtime goal of opening an 
office in Columbus to serve survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault from throughout Stillwater County. The office 
is staffed by Direct Service Advocate Kelly Carter, who lives in 
Absarokee. She can be reached at 406-446-2296 or by email at 
kcarter@dsvsmontana.org. 
 Prior to opening the new location, clients from Still-
water County had to travel to Red Lodge for services or our 
advocates traveled to meet them. Now, with the availability 
of local support, our work has expanded even further in the 
area. Since the start of the year, Kelly has served 28 clients. 
They’ve all found hope and security with the help of DSVS. We 
know that our services in this area will continue to increase 
as the word gets out and more community partners come on 
board.
 We could use your support to maintain these critical 
services in Columbus. If you’d like to help, please consider giv-
ing online at www.dsvsmontana.org/donate or mailing your 
gift in the enclosed envelope. 

Stillwater Office Going Strong

 The DSVS youth mentoring program wrapped up 
another successful year, with 21 pairs celebrating together 
at an end-of-the-year picnic. The mentoring program, which 
has been in place for several years, connects adult mentors 
with youth in Red Lodge middle and high schools.
 There are always youth interested in having a men-
tor, and if you’d like to volunteer 
next year reach out to us 
now at 406-446-2296 or 
email our Mentor Pro-
gram Manager, Kelsiann 
Helsley at khelsley@
dsvsmontana.org. 

That’s a Wrap!
Mentoring program on summer break

 Domestic and Sexual Violence Services started 
simply with a need for services for survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault in Carbon County. It was a need 
Mitzi Voracheck couldn’t ignore, so she stepped in to help. 
It was 1999, and in those days the need was great, but there 
was little funding. Mitzi and a core group of volunteers 
worked from home, taking calls from survivors on their front 
porches. Before long, Allison Smith-Estelle joined the team, 
and with help from generous donors and a small grant, an 
office was established downtown. Over time, services and 
funding were expanded and Kelly Heaton became Executive 
Director in 2013, allowing Mitzi to retire.
 While lots has changed in the 20 years since DSVS 
started, much has remained the same. From the beginning, 
donors, volunteers and supporters like you played a signifi-
cant role in the success of DSVS. Thousands of survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault have been helped, and 
we could not do this critical work without you. No matter 
how little or how much you may have done, you are part of 
our story and part of our success. Please join us on Aug. 9 
as we reflect on our rich history, and commit to seeing our 
work continue into the future. 

20 Years of Service

Direct Service Advocate Kelly Carter at work in the DSVS office in Columbus, 
which opened last year to serve clients in Stillwater County.

Friday, Aug. 9, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Mitzi and Jim Voracheck’s home

40 Mountainbrook Dr., Red Lodge
RSVP 406-446-2296 or info@dsvsmontana.org

Additional details to follow

You Are Invited!

DSVS Executive Director Kelly Heaton with founder Mitzi Voracheck


