
In 2018 DSVS…

Served 202 clients
Provided support on 563 helpline calls
Provided 361 nights of shelter 
Referred clients to additional resources 281 times
Provided financial assistance 253 times
... And our volunteers spent 5738 hours on 
    the helpline

 

“People do not seem to
understand that the initial
events that lead you to
the DSVS front door
continue to ripple through
your life for years to come.
I don’t think I would function
as well as I do without
your support”
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DSVS:
by the numbers

A message to you
from one of our clients

Thank you for being
our partner in this
life-changing work

 Founded in 1999 on a belief that everyone 
deserves healthy relationships, Domestic and Sex-
ual Violence Services serves Carbon and Stillwater 
counties by providing life-changing services for 
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault 
while supporting violence prevention through 
instruction and mentoring for middle school-aged 
children through Power Up, Speak Out! 
 DSVS provides immediate and lasting sup-
port to about 200 survivors a year, and all services 
are confidential and free of charge. In the 2017-18 
school year, more than 8,000 school children in 
Montana and surrounding states participated in 
Power Up, Speak Out! programming.

This is DSVS



In May, DSVS hired Laura Bailey as the office 
coordinator. With almost 20 years’ expe-
rience as a professional writer, Laura is 
also helping with marketing and commu-
nications as well as many other tasks. 

In June, DSVS welcomed a 
familiar face, hiring Joanne 

Handley to take over a vacant position 
in our Transitional Services Program. 
Joanne worked for DSVS as a direct 
services advocate from 2012-14, and 

she stepped into her new role as if she 
never left. 

Kelsiann Helsley joined the DSVS staff in 
August as our new Power Up, Speak 
Out! Violence Prevention Educator and 
Mentoring Program Manager. In her 
previous position, she used Power Up, 
Speak Out! materials with her students 
and is excited to bring those valuable 
lessons to even more teachers.

Kelly Carter-Flynn was hired in the fall as 
the new Direct Services Advocate for 
Stillwater County. She is overseeing 
operations at the new DSVS office in 
Columbus, and seeing clients from 

throughout the county. For eight years 
she worked in justice court in Columbus 

and said she is excited to support DSVS cli-
ents with an array of services

Amanda LaPlante joined the DSVS staff in 
December as the Director of Finance and 
HR. No stranger to nonprofits, she previ-
ously worked as the finance director for 
the Red Lodge Area Community Founda-
tion and, before moving to Red Lodge, 
the United Way of Odessa, Texas.

Staffing Changes in 2018
 All our volunteers are amazing, so it makes choosing 
the Volunteer of the Year especially difficult, but this past 
year, one woman easily rose to the top. We are pleased to 
honor Debbie Brewer as the 2018 DSVS Volunteer of the 
Year. 
 She’s been with us since 2014 as a helpline volun-
teer, and since then, she’s put in more than 2,500 hours of 
service on the helpline – with 455 of that in 2018 alone. Also 
this year, she’s stepped into a new role as a back-up advo-
cate, which provides an opportunity for our staff to have 
occasional weekends and holidays off.
 In addition to her work for DSVS, Debbie is involved 
in the success of many other organizations and causes in 
our community. Thank you, Debbie, for all that you do! 

Above and Beyond

Executive Director Kelly Heaton, Debbie Brewer, 2018 volunteer of the year, 
and Anna Drew Volunteer Manager and systems coordinator

 We’re happy to announce that Power Up, Speak 
Out!, a violence prevention program offered through DSVS, 
is now being taught by educators in 13 states! Already this 
year, more middle school students are learning the basics 
of healthy relationships, boundaries and consent than ever 
before.
 Last year, we reached more 
than 7,000 kids in Montana and 
an additional 1,000 + in other 
states. We’re already sure we’ll 
be exceeding those numbers 
this school year, which is great, 
because Power Up, Speak Out! 
is staging for some next-level 
news, that we hope will be putting 
the program in even more teachers’ 
hands.  
  Our mentoring program, 

which connects adult mentors 
with youth in Red Lodge mid-

dle and high schools contin-
ues to grow and now has 42 
youth and adults involved. 
 Want to know more 
about Power Up, Speak Out!? 

Go to their website at www.
powerupspeakout.org or call 

the office at 
406-446-2296 

Your support changes lives
Your gift of $125 provides a family with shelter for one night
Your gift of $50 can buy a fuel card so a family can relocate
Your gift of $25 can buy a meal for a family in shelter

Give online at www.dsvsmontana.org/donate

Power Up, Speak Out!
Now Reaching Students

in 13 States!


